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existence, to purchase a motor and some other parts
and start the construction of my own flying machine.
To visit Paris appeared desirable, because, with the
exception of the Wright brothers, most of the other
important aeroplanes were in or near Paris at that
time.
In January I left Kiev with the good wishes of my
father and sister. Only much later did they tell me
that some of our friends and relatives had considered
it their duty to warn them against my trip. They
thought it almost outrageous to permit a boy not yet
twenty years old to interrupt his studies to go to Paris
with a huge sum of money which, they predicted,
would be spent not on machinery, but for totally
different purposes. They were wrong, because at that
time nothing existed for me except the idea of the
flying machine which was now so close to realization.
My original plans called for a short trip, but upon
my arrival in Paris, I soon realized that it would be
desirable for me to remain for several months. The
necessity of making a proper choice of a motor and
ordering essential parts, and making a thorough study
of the results already achieved in the art, could not be
accomplished quickly.
Most interesting to me were my first visits to the
flying fields. I was familiar with the main types of
early aircraft from pictures I had seen, and finally I
was able to approach these strange-looking machines
and could watch with deep interest the work that was
being done during the long periods of cranking the
motors by turning the propellers, a procedure which
sometimes resulted in getting the motors started. A
few mechanics would usually hold the machine by the